
Your Child’s Success in Music Depends on You!
We all know that playing a musical instrument can be a pleasurable, gratifying and worthwhile activity. Few of us realize, however, how demanding and difficult learning to play an instrument can be at times. Your interest and involvement in your child’s musical studies is essential in assuring his/her success. Here are a few suggestions that are “guaranteed” to help your child to achieve his/her full potential.
1. “You’re the one”

You are the most important and influential person in your child’s life. Your support and encouragement will make your child’s band experience a positive and successful one. Show an active interest in your child’s instrument, musical studies, practice sessions, and membership in band or guitar class. Be generous with your compliments, and patient in your expectations. Encourage your child to play for family and friends. Show pride in his/her achievement. Above all, show your enthusiasm - it’s contagious!
2. Practice makes all things possible

Learning to read music and play an instrument can sometimes be a difficult and frustrating undertaking. Practice requires tremendous self discipline. Please realize that you need to remind your child to practice. The musical reward will be great and well worth achieving. Don’t be afraid to insist on good practice habits!
3. Help your child practice

Schedule a regular time for daily practice (Practice Plan) that doesn’t conflict with play time, favorite T.V. shows, or other activities, and make sure that your child stays with it. A room with a good light and a music stand is necessary for success. Try to keep distractions to a minimum during practice time. Musical excellence develops slowly over a long period of time and with regular practice, anything is possible!
4. Stay involved

Make sure your child is bringing his/her instrument home often and remind them to practice regularly. Insist upon his/her faithful attendance at rehearsals and concerts. Make every possible effort to attend your child’s performances and celebrate their successes!
5. Don’t be afraid to call

I am always happy to talk with you about your child’s progress and can be most effective with your input and support. Please email or call me with questions or concerns. Working together, we can assure a successful musical experience for your child.
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