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RANCHO DEL REY MIDDLE SCHOOL ROYAL BANDS

STUDENT HANDBOOK

STUDENT’S NAME: __________________________

CLASS/PERIOD: _____________________________
Welcome…to the Rancho Del Rey Middle School Royal Band. It is my goal for the Royal Bands to achieve the highest standards for performance in our school concert hall, in our community and at local, district, regional and national festivals. There are many wonderful opportunities for this program to grow into something we can all be very proud of.  I look forward to building a new tradition of excellence with you.  Our motto shall be “PRIDE IN EXCELLENCE!”  
We have many exciting activities planned for this year.  Please read and follow this handbook closely and keep it in your band folder.  A “Schedule of Events” will be forthcoming.  There will be additions and deletions to our schedule as the year progresses.  In order to be a well-organized student, you will need to maintain your own personal calendar both here at school and at home.  

Please remember that you are an important part of a team - a greater whole.  Your participation and contribution to the band is very important.  In order to reach our goals this year, each one of us will have to do our personal best at all times. Together we can achieve uncommon results.  So set your goals high and let’s create some musical magic!  Together we will build a tradition of excellence for the years to come.  Congratulations on choosing to become a proud member of the RDR Royal Bands.  I know you are up to the challenge!

Musically Yours,

Frederick Lee

Band Director
fred.lee@sweetwaterschools.org
Mr. Lee’s Educational Philosophy:
· Every student has the right to a quality education.  No student’s behavior should ever interfere with someone else’s learning.
· Respect yourself, other students, teachers and staff.
· Come to class prepared and ready to learn.
· Be optimistic. Have a positive, “can do” attitude.
· Always do you personal best in everything you do!
 Classroom Policies:

1. Be on time.

2. Bring your instrument, music folder and pencil to class every day. 

3. Come excited and ready to learn new things each day!

4. Do your personal best and maintain a positive “can do” attitude. 

5. Practice slowly, correctly and often. 
6. Follow directions the first time they are given.

7. You are responsible for taking good care of your instrument and equipment.

8. Always use appropriate language and behavior.

9. Be courteous, honest and respectful of others, and their belongings.

10. Keep the band room clean. Always put things away where they belong.

11. No food, drinks, candy or gum inside the band room or practice rooms

12. Cell phones, mp3 players, etc. may not be used during class time.

13. Privately owned or rental instruments should be insured against theft or    vandalism.
14. Handle your own instrument, or the one you have been assigned ONLY. 
15. Percussionists must provide their own drums sticks and practice pads.  Reed players must provide their own reeds.  Students may purchase some of these accessories at school through Mr. Lee’s office.
16. After school rehearsals may be scheduled for some students as needed. ***Percussionists are required to attend an after school lesson once a week!***
17. Students are required to participate in all performances throughout the year. 

Points are earned for performances.  Absence from a performance or required activity may reflect negatively on a student’s grade.  Students with “excused” absences (excused by the Director in advance) may complete make up/alternative assignments.

18. Concert Attire is required at all formal performances. 
Behavior Policy
Consequences for Problem Behavior (AKA “Three Strikes”)

1st Time
REMINDER to student(s).

2nd Time
WARNING to student(s).  Teacher-student conference.

3rd Time
“You’re Out!”  REMOVAL FROM REHEARSAL, ACTIVITY or other consequence assigned.  Parent will be contacted, if necessary, for support.
4th Time
REFERRAL to counselor.

5th Time
REFERRAL TO ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL for further discipline and possible removal from class.

NOTICE:  Any infraction of school rules & policies while representing the Rancho Del Rey Middle School instrumental music program is grounds for possible dismissal from the program.
Good Discipline Leads to Success!
I try to teach music students to be self aware and self-disciplined. A disciplined and organized band projects confidence and pride to all who sees them. 
Students are held accountable for what they do and what they say. I stress honesty and sincerity at all times, as well as personal responsibility.

I believe strongly that there are 2 kinds of discipline: the GOOD kind and the BAD.

· The kind that comes from within you is GOOD.
· The kind that is imposed on you from without is BAD.

· When we develop good self-discipline, we never have to deal with the BAD kind!

Grading Policy
Grades will be determined by a point system.  Point totals will vary from one grading

period to the next depending on the number of activities, tests and assignments

completed within that grading period.  

Sometimes rubrics will be used for self-assessment. 

The following is an example of what a typical six-week grading period might look like in Advanced Band:

Scholarship Grade:

10 points
Class Assignment

20 points
 Tests/Quizzes

10 points
Journal or Self-Assessment

10 points
Class participation

20 points
Concert Performance 

10 points
Band Folder Evaluation

20 points
Home Practice

100
Total Points Possible

Band Binder Evaluation

A portion of each student’s grade will be based on an evaluation of the student’s Band Binder.  Developing organizational skills is a key component to being successful in band class.  Students are asked to provide a 2-inch black 3-ringed binder with plastic protective sheets (10-20) inside to hold their sheet music. EVERYTHNG handed out in class should have the student’s name on it and be stored inside their binder ALL THE TIME.  Band Binders will be assessed periodically by the Director or section leader for completion and organization.  10 Points maximum will be earned for each assessment.     

Assessments will take the following forms:
· Teacher daily observation

· Student self assessment using rubrics

· Peer evaluation & critique

· Written tests

· In-class performance (individual & small group)

· Recorded performance (individual)

· Concerts!

· End-of-Course Exams

Scholarship Grade RUBRIC:
An “A” student will fulfill all of the requirements below:

1. Complete all assigned playing tests and assignments.

2. Earned a combined 90% average grade or higher on all tests and assignments.

3. Complete a minimum of 2 hours of home practice per week (verified by parent)
4. Attend all performances.

5. Participate in class instruction and rehearsal with equipment, music, pencil, instrument, and supplies.

6. Near perfect attendance
A “B” student will fulfill all of the requirements below:

1. Complete at least 80% of all assigned playing tests and assignments.

2. Earned a combined 80% average grade on all tests and assignments.

3. Complete an average of 1.5 hours of home practice per week (verified)
4. Attend all performances, unless excused with make-up work
5. Participate in class instruction and rehearsal with equipment, music, pencil, instrument, and supplies.

6. Attend class regularly with minimal absences
A “C” student will fulfill all of the requirements below:

1. Complete at least 70% of all assigned playing tests and assignments.

2. Earned a combined 70% average grade on all tests and assignments.

3. Complete an average of 1 hour of home practice per week (verified)
4. Attend all performances unless excused with make-up work
5. Participate in class instruction and rehearsal with equipment, music, pencil, instrument, and supplies.

6. Attend class regularly with no more than 1 or 2 unexcused absences.

A “D” or “F” grade will be a result of one or more of the actions below:

1. Failure to complete at least 60% of all assigned playing tests and assignments.

2. Earned a combined 60% average grade or below on all tests and assignments.

3. Failure to complete an average of 1/2 hour of home practice per week.

4. Missing performances without written excuse or make-up work.

5. Failure to participate in class instruction and rehearsal with equipment, music, pencil, instrument, and supplies on a regular basis.

6. 3 or more unexcused absences.

Citizenship Grade:

Students will begin each 6-week grading period with the citizenship grade of “A”. Students will 
be given sufficient reminders if their attitude or conduct is inappropriate. Beyond being

reminded, students will be warned that further conflict or disruption will result in a permanent 

mark (“demerit”) on their record. For every 2 demerits, the student’s Citizenship Grade will be 

lowered one full letter grade. Excessive tardies should be avoided!
The only way to erase a demerit is to volunteer with Mr. Lee for community service.

Community service may be assigned by Mr. Lee. 

You can avoid any kind of problems with your citizenship grade by remembering one simple 

Thing: DO THE RIGHT THING, BECAUSE IT’S THE RIGHT THING TO DO.
Classroom Procedures

1. Greet the director and each other while entering the band room!
2. Please proceed to get set up for class as soon as you enter the room. Hold questions until after class has begun. Wait patiently in your seat and raise your hand.

3. Purchase your reeds, oil your valves, lube your slides, and sanitize your mouthpiece, set up your station BEFORE class begins.  

4. Please try to be in your assigned seat with instrument/equipment set up and band binder on your music stand BEFORE the tardy bell rings.

5. Warm up correctly or HOLD your instrument in “rest position” prior to rehearsal beginning.  Use this time to read the board, follow any directions given, or to review the previous day’s lesson.

6. Once we begin the lesson or rehearsal --- no talking, please! When the Director is on the podium, please be quiet, patient and attentive.

7. We warm up together, every day - as an ensemble
8. Good posture is essential.  Students should always sit upright and forward in their chairs when playing.

9. Courtesy and respectful behavior is expected at all times. 
10. Pay attention to EVERYTHING that goes on during rehearsal (not just your own part).  

11. Have your pencil/highlighter on your music stand.  Write reminders (“musical cues”) on your music.

12. NEVER write inside your band book! If you wish, you may photocopy a page to write on. 

13. After rehearsal, there is no playing of instruments. Put your instrument/equipment away in its proper place.

14. Sit in your assigned seat until the director releases you. THE BELL DOES NOT DISMISS THE CLASS, Mr. Lee does.

Required Class Materials
· Instrument/equipment (maintained in good condition)

· Instrument accessories (reeds, neck straps, drum sticks, practice pads, etc.)

· Pencil

· Highlighting pen (Advanced)

· Band binder 

· 2-inch black 3-ringed binder
· 10-20 non-glare plastic insert sheets 
· Sheet music, warm ups and ALL handouts

· Band books, Handbooks, etc.

Course Descriptions 
Beginning Band
This two-semester course counts as one elective credit toward middle school promotion.  It is open to all 7th and 8th grade students. No prior experience is required for Beginning Band.  Students are given the opportunity to learn how to properly assemble, play, and care for their choice of the following instruments:

FLUTE, OBOE, CLARINET, SAXOPHONE, TRUMPET,
FRENCH HORN, TROMBONE, BARITONE, TUBA, OR PERCUSSION

Course instruction includes fundamentals in reading music, tone production, proper breathing, hand position, listening skills, and performance etiquette.  The Beginning Band participates in at least two concerts per year.  Students who successfully complete Beginning Band may move up to Intermediate Band at the semester.
Advanced Band

OPEN TO STUDENTS WITH 1 OR MORE YEARS OF BAND EXPERIENCE.

Advanced Band (or “CONCERT BAND”) is open to 7th and 8th grade students who can demonstrate advanced technique on their instrument and understanding of musical concepts.  This two-semester course counts as two elective credits toward middle school promotion.   The Advanced Band performs at winter and spring concerts, local elementary schools, and at SCSBOA Band Festivals.  Students who successfully complete this class will be prepared to participate in the High School Band!
Jazz Ensemble

OPEN TO STUDENTS BY AUDITION ONLY, WITH CONSENT OF INSTRUCTOR, OR RECOMMENDATION OF 6TH GRADE BAND TEACHER

More information will be forthcoming with regards to the nature and structure of the RDR ROYAL JAZZ BAND!

This group will consist of full rhythm section (Piano, guitar, bass and drums/percussion) and will likely meet during 8th grade Advisory. It will be open to advanced level musicians who are interested in playing traditional and contemporary big-band jazz with the emphasis on learning to improvise and perform in authentic jazz styles (swing, Latin, rock, funk, etc.). The group has the potential of performing at festivals, state conventions, major theme parks and many community events. All students must be enrolled in Advanced Band or Advanced Orchestra in order to be eligible to participate.

Royal Drum Line

More information to follow…
Drummers will also be expected to participate in after school lessons on snare drum and keyboards once per week. Lesson days and times will be announced.
Concert Dress Requirements
All Band students are required to wear appropriate concert attire at all performances unless otherwise instructed by the director.  It is essential that students be well groomed for performances.  Hair should be worn down.  Moderate jewelry and make-up are allowed (no lipstick).

Young Women: 





Young Men:

Black slacks/pants





Black slacks/pants (no jeans)

Royal Band shirt 





Royal Band shirt
Black Dress shoes 





Black socks

Black dress shoes
The Five Goals of the RDR Band Program

Students develop an understanding of our musical heritage.

Students develop self-confidence through working as a team member.

Students develop self-discipline through group pride.

Students respect the feelings of others.

Students develop a love and respect for the process of making music with others.

RANCHO DEL REY ROYAL BANDS…
“Pride 

In

  Excellence!”
Rancho Del Rey Royal Bands
Student and Parent Agreement Form

I have read the Rancho Del Rey Royal Band Handbook and agree to support the policies and guidelines described within.  I hereby agree to do my best to follow the policies of the Royal Band program.

Student Name (print)
Student Signature






Date

Parent Signature






Date

Please return this page to Mr. Lee
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