Rancho Del Rey Middle School

Guitar Class: Course Syllabus
Frederick Lee – Instructor

Student Name: ____________________________
Period: _______________
Course Description:

Guitar Class provides students an opportunity to explore the fundamentals of guitar performance, reading traditional notation, understanding the musical concepts of melody, harmony, rhythm and form and to develop a deeper appreciation for all styles of music and music as art.

Curriculum: 
Essential Elements for Guitar, Hal Leonard Publishing



Supplemental materials provided by instructor and students



Internet



District resources
Materials:
Acoustic or Classical Guitar (a limited number of instruments are available)


Class Folder or Binder 


Textbook, Worksheets, Tests and Quizzes


A medium pick for steel-string guitars only.


Pencil for all written assignments and quizzes 



Replacement guitar strings must be purchased as needed for $2 each 



A guitar tuner is recommended, but not required.
Educational Objectives: 

Students will:
Learn the application of the music alphabet to the entire fretboard.
Learn to read traditional music notation and play melodies.
Memorize basic chord fingerings and chord progressions.
Learn several strumming and finger techniques for accompanying songs.
Learn to tune your guitar.
Learn, play and perform songs individually, in small groups and as a class.
Learn basic skills, terminology, and theoretical principles which will enable you to continue your studies and enhance your enjoyment of playing the guitar in the future.
Class Requirements:

Regular attendance, no more than 2 tardies per grading period are allowed. Excessive tardies and unexcused absences will result in the lowering of the student’s grade and other consequences.
Home practice is required for this class. The goal is to master each new lesson prior to the next lesson.

If school guitar is shared, it must be returned the following school day before school begins.

Bring your guitar, folder, book, pencil, paper and all class materials to class each day.

An open mind, positive “can do” attitude and a spirit of cooperation.

Appropriate and respectful behavior.

Responsibility for the proper care and maintenance of the guitar, case and book… ALWAYS. (Students will be fined for the costs of repairs needed beyond normal wear and tear). 

Attendance/participation in after school concerts or recitals. Appropriate make-up assignments will be required for all excused absences. Unexcused absences may not be made up.

Grading: 

Study, practice and participation are the essence of this course.

Grades will be based on points earned. Points are earned for the following:
Written assignments, lessons, class notes  
Quizzes – written and playing
Home practice, as assigned
Class participation
Playing and performance tests
Class Recitals and Concerts 
End-of-Course Exams

Borderline grades may be improved by extra credit options, as requested and assigned at the discretion of the teacher.


Instructor – Mr. Frederick Lee 

Fred.lee@sweetwaterschools.org
Parent Verification:
“I have read the Syllabus for Mr. Lee’s guitar class and have discussed it with my son/daughter”

____________________________________

_____________________________

     Parent’s Signature






Date






